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Photo by Bart Henderson

6/13/26 Work Day - Finishing

Touches on New Bridge

The new bridge has been completed on Kolb’s Farm East
Trail. Before the ribbon cutting ceremony in late June
several things need to be completed. The three things that
need done are:

1. First, the road / trail needs repaired with GAB, the
stuff we used on the horse steps.

2. Second, the large bridge was removed by the
contractor. We need to remove the small bridge.

3. And third, we need to reinforce the banks on both
sides of the bridge with riprap to prevent erosion
around the foundation of the bridge. Riprap is the
large irregular stones you see around some bridges.

These are scheduled for the June workday on the 13th.

We will meet at the parking lot at the end of Cheatham Hill
Drive near the lllinois Monument, and park in the field next
to the parking lot.

Mike Collett

Trails Director
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Calendar of Events - Friends/ KMTC

Date Time Location Event

June, 2026

6/13 8:00 am - Noon lllinois Monument June, 2026 Work Day/National Trail Day
Parking Lot Updated Location!!!!

6/27 - 6/28 Kennesaw Mountain Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield

Park - 162nd Anniversary

July, 2026

71 4 pm-10 pm Glover Park Brewery See page 10 for Flyer/more infol!!

7/11 8:00 am - Noon TBD July, 2026 Work Day

The Park staff is conducting Virtual Events on their Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/pg/KMNBP

Current Status Of Park

All trails are open, except as noted, below. All parking lots are open. The Mountain Road parking lot is open only to
pedestrian traffic and bicycles at designated times when the Mountain Road is open.
The Visitor Center theater is open - the movie is being shown.
The Mountain Rd. is no longer open to motorized vehicles.
The shuttle bus is now transporting visitor to/from the Visitor Center/Kennesaw Mountain
Top Parking Lot.

Trail closures

The bridge across John Ward Creek on the Kolb Farm East Trail is now open to pedestrian and horse riders. A formal
rededication of this bridge will be announced soon - see photo on front page.

List of Abbreviations
FOKM - Friends of Kennesaw Mountain

Kennesaw Mountain KMNBP - Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park

National Battlefield KMTC - Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club
=- : NPS/KEMO - National Park Service/K Mountai
S Park Guidebook ational Park Service/Kennesaw Mountain
Nathursal Dkl The Kennesaw Mountain National | VHP - Veterans History Project

Battlefield Park Guidebook | VC - Visitor Center
sponsored by the Friends of KMNBP
is now available on Amazon.

Newsletter Sign-up
Would you like to receive our newsletter? To sign up, click
on the following link: http://eepurl.com/gKjX1n Complete

and submit this form. You’'ll be added to our subscription
(f“Earthworks” is published monthly jointly by the Friendg\\ list. P

of KMNPB & the Kennesaw Mountain Trails Club. ) . . . .
Editor: Fred Feltmann Wish to unsubscribe? Simply follow the instructions at
678-315-5888 the bottom of the email forwarding the newsletter link, and
E-mail: |£af1948@bellsouth.ne!| you’ll be permanently removed from our mailing list. To
Additional Volunteers needed! Call today! re-subscribe, you will need to use a different email address

k\ JJ - removal is permanent for the original email address!
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National Park Service Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield
U.S. Department of the Interior Park
900 Kennesaw Mountain Drive
Kennesaw, GA 30152

770-427-4686 phone
WWW.NPS.ZoV

Kennesaw Mountain News Release

Release Date: December 29, 2025

Contact: Beth Wheeler, Acting Superintendent
Beth Wheeler@nps.gov, (404) 803-7641

Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park to Close Mountain Road to
Private Vehicles Beginning January 2026

Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park to Close Mountain Road to Private Vehicles
Beginning January 2026 as Part of Safety Improvement Project

KENNESAW, Ga. — On Jan. 6, Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park will begin a
safety improvement project on Mountain Road to reduce traffic congestion, improve visitor
safety, and protect the historic and natural resources of the park. The resulting project will close
the road to private motorized vehicles and enable better mixed-use of the road for shuttle service,
bicycles and pedestrians. Work includes striping the road and improvements to the summit and
shuttle plaza.

“This change in use addresses growing safety concerns on a narrow, heavily used road,” said
Acting Superintendent Beth Wheeler. “We understand this change may impact how some
visitors experience the park, and we are committed to prioritizing a safe and accessible
experience for all visitors while also preserving the natural and historical integrity of the park."

The 1.5-mile road to the summit will be accessible via daily shuttle service, bicycle, or foot, with
a newly striped pedestrian lane open to walkers and hikers. Use of the unpaved one-mile
mountain hiking trail will not be affected by the changes to the paved Mountain Road.

Pavement striping is scheduled to begin on or after Jan. 6 and will require intermittent road
closures through the end of March and possibly into spring. During this time, visitor access to the
summit may be limited.

Cyclist access will be permitted daily from 7:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. (or
6:30 p.m. during winter hours) outside of shuttle operating times.

Mountain Road, which ascends to the summit of Kennesaw Mountain, is steep, narrow and
winding with a 12% grade and several blind curves. As the road is heavily used by a mix of

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles, the park has seen increasingly frequent traffic incidents, visitor
conflicts and medical emergencies. The park conducted public outreach and open house
meetings in 2024 to gather feedback and inform the final plan.

Updates will be shared via the park’s website, social media and on-site signage.
About Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park:

Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park preserves a key Civil War battleground of the
Atlanta Campaign. The park offers over 22 miles of trails, historic sites, and educational
programs that connect visitors to the stories of those who lived and fought here.

Page 2 of 2

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

Beware of Deer Daycare!
Well folks, it appears it's time to have that chat again....

Tis the season for hot weather, bright sunshine, and...
baby deer. As there is currently a shortage of good ‘Deer
Daycares'’ in the area, mother deer may drop their fawns off
in the park while they run errands. Sometimes, this means
busy areas like near the Visitor Center or trailheads.

Just a reminder, these deer ARE NOT abandoned and
ARE NOT in danger. Please keep a safe distance and do
NOT attempt to
move or otherwise
rescue the baby.
Touching/handling
the babies could
injure them and
moving them
could prevent
mom from finding &
them again. Also, {
this is yet another &
great reason to [g&
keep your pet |
leashed and under |

your control at all == 3 A1
times! Image Credit: Spiff Carner

powerful, jogfel, and
neflective Yuneteentt. Let

freedom be morne than a
Thank you for respecting our wildlife! f ‘ :
o

Image Description: A mother deer nuzzles a white spotted
fawn in the forest.

"'lli.u

For more articles like this, visit

https://www.facebook.com/KMNBP/ Jlﬂy Newsletter Deadline - Tentative
o If you wish to have an article published in the July
NPS St“# Newsletter, please submit it to Fred Feltmann at

faf1 948@bellsouth.nei no later than June 21st.
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KENNESAW MOUNTAIN
NBP & COBB WATER
PRESENTS

e
JUNEO7 1M1 AM-1PM
JULY 12 T AM-1PM
AUG 02 MTAM-1PM

JOIN US FOR A SUMMER OF FUN AND
LEARNING! EACH PROGRAM WILL
INCLUDE A SHORT WALK AND COVER
SUBJECTS INVOLVING HISTORY AND
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION.

’\ a— SCAN TO REGISTER

Children must be accompanied by an adult

All ages are welcome
Normal entrance fees apply
Registration is required

For more information, email
kemo_educationenps.gov
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School Fleld Trlp Program Contlnues to Grow at Kennesaw Mountain

: 4% LA & T T School field trips to Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield
Park (KEMO) are special learning experience for many school
students, and the program at Kennesaw Mountain continues
to grow. “Last year more than 2,500 students participated in
"| guided programs at the park, and this year we’re on track to
. serve even more.” said Ranger Jake Boling. “This program
has grown extensively in scale and efficiency over the last
several years. It is true that field trips have been offered at
KEMO for a number of years and have served the community
well. Many of us still remember the incredible CCC programs
S made possible through the previous KMTC. What has
changed since then is the formal creation of the Education
Division arm of volunteers. As staffing levels have fluctuated
over the years, the success of these trips rely more and
more on volunteer service. These VIP’s attend semi-annual
trainings, assist the rangers with program development and

even Iead large portions of these trips. Through this service,
we have create what | frequently call a well-oiled machine”
added Boling.

Field trips can include a film, a ranger program, and a hike
on the battlefield.

The park film, “One Last Mountain”tells the story of the Atlanta
campaign which began in Chattanooga and led to the fall of ¥
Atlanta. One of the more common ranger programs is the
‘Life of a Soldier’ program, which is a presentation by either
a living historian or a Ranger. The guided hikes are led along
the battle lines of 1864, focusing on the fierce combat and
earthworks along the base of Big Kennesaw Mountain and the |
park’s premiere front Memorial Field. Being able to give both
Union and Confederate perspectlves to this part of the battle is key to giving the students a balanced guided experience.

SVETETS™ A number of Trail Club and Visitor Services members assist
o with the school visits. All volunteers that lead these trips have
to complete online courses and special training to insure the
students receive accurate details of the battle. “While KEMO
offers a specific set of programs and activities from teachers
to choose from, each experience is different and tailored to the
% | group’s needs. There has to be a lot of flexibility that takes into
| account time constraints, age, curriculum and specific interests,”

¥ noted Boling.

Like our former sailor, Karen Petrella says, ‘Semper Gumby’ |
(forever flexible).

Feedback has been very positive from the students and
teachers. Most schools make this a part of their teaching
program by returning yearly. When asked what they learned
during their visit, the students are quick to point out things
about the battle, the impact on the 1864 presidential election
and even how important it is to avoid poison ivy! One school - %
had the students write thank you letters to the Rangers and volunteers. Continued on Page 7

Newsletter 6
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School Field Trip Program

Continued from Page 6

In the thank you letters, many students referred to what
they learned during their visit and thanked the volunteers
and rangers for teaching them.

Age groups range from Kindergarten thru 12™ grade.
Programming for grades K — 3 typically focus on environmental
education and National Parks, while history is the main event
for the older students. Our biggest demographic by far is 4"
grade (9 — 10 years old). While many schools are local to
Cobb County and the Atlanta area, there have been classes
from Indiana, Ohio, and even lllinois.

The parks program continues to grow and is made possible
largely through volunteer service. If you are interested in
becoming an ‘Education Specialist’ and helping with these
trips in any capacity, reach out to Ranger Jake Boling at

Jacob_boling@nps.gov.
Dave Dubiclle

First Ever Big Bird Day at Kennesaw

Mountain

It dawned a cool, crisp morning
at Kennesaw Mountain and in
addition to the thousands of
migrating birds singing, there
was a new excitement in the air.
Today, was BIG Bird Day, the first
ever at the mountain. 100 birders
were out with binoculars, log
books and much anticipation to
hike the mountain and trails with
Friends of Kennesaw volunteers
and Master Birders from Birds §
Georgia. They were not to be
disappointed logging more than 50 unique bird species stopping
over on their long journey home to rest in the beautiful mountain
and hillside trees at the park.

Even the hard to see Blue Cerulean Warbler was spotted!

The early hikes took three routes and upon return, attendees
visited Birds Georgia, Friends of Kennesaw and Sponsor
tables. Three education sessions also took place. BIG thanks
to speakers Rose Guerra, Jim Bearden and Lamacus Lewis
for sharing expertise, knowledge and stories with park visitors.

We also want to thank our volunteers, park staff our sponsors
and partner Birds Georgia.

Please visit our sponsors and tell them we sent you! Eden
Smoothies on the Marietta Square, Pure Bliss Marietta maker
of organic bars and snacks, Basecamp at Kennesaw Mountain
Restaurant - just down the road, Cornell University Ornithology
for sharing birding materials and the generous donation from
Edward Jones Investments in Kennesaw.

FKathy Bearden
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Glover Park Brewery Give Back Participants enjoyed

. a free Pilates class
Night (July 1) - Cannons, Brews & in the activity field at
Tunes

the park.
Glover Park Brewery Give Back Night (July 1) — Sons &
Britches will perform again — portion of proceeds will go to
the Friends group. See flyer on Page 9!

Next up, at the
restaurant, a variety
of vendors to visit,
breakfast and a stop
to chat with Friends of
Kennesaw Mountain
board members Bart

Basecamp at Kennesaw Wequs _
Club benefitting
FOKM

Special thanks to Basecamp at
Kennesaw Mountain Restaurant for
hosting their first Wellness Club Day &

We truly appreciate the community support for our beautiful
park. Thanks to Basecamp for a wonderful morning!

Fathy Bearden

The Friends Of Kennesaw Mountain
The Friends of Kennesaw Mountain’s mission is to
raise funds to support programs and projects at the
Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park.

Your Membership helps to fund this mission.
Please join us.

Our Mission:
The mission of the Friends of Kennesaw Mountain is to work in partnership with the National Park Service and the local
community to provide volunteers and raise funding to support activities such as:

» Visitor & Away Events

» Transportation, Housing, and Feeding of volunteer groups (example: Living History, Student Conservation
Association, Invasive Plants Team)

*  Museum Upgrades and Indoor and Outdoor Exhibit Additions (& the Wallis House)

* Restrooms, Parking, and Picnic Area Facilities

* Trails, Fire Roads, and Bridges Maintenance

*  Educational Day Trips and Vacation Camps

* Volunteer-In-Park Training Programs

The ultimate goal is to create endowments for the most significant expense items and move them toward a sustainable
and perpetual self-funded status that reduces the need for these items to rely on federal budget support.

.|
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Don’t miss the exciting kick-off on Wednesday, July 1st at 4 pm
to America’s 250th Anniversary weekend on the Marietta Square.
Friends of Kennesaw Mountain invite you to Glover Park Brewery

for a fun evening of brews, tunes and celebration featuring the well
known local band Sons-n-Britches!

Come on out to support Kennesaw Mountain, hang with friends and pick up your
250th commemoration beer glass for a $10 donation.

Fathy Bearden

i

_Cannons, Brews, and Tunes -
Benefiting Kenhesaw Mountain NBp
Celebrating America’s 250t

July 1, 2026
TS 400-10:00 PM
& Music by Sons-N-Britches:
6:00-8:00 PM

Glover Park Brewery
65 Atlanta St. SE,
Marietta, GA 30060
Commemorative beer glass: ST0

10% of day’s sales will be donated to the Friends of Kennesaw Mountain

We are planning to offer a commemorative beer glass
with both our Friends logo and a USA flag/logo for the
250th.
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July Newsletter Deadline - Tentative
Regarding the title of this article F. % ‘f"ﬂ:i: ’
and that of the article on page 1. Sew - o b
“Tentative” simply means this. | *

for 20 years. In addition, | had
been doing a similar newsletter S5
for the Foothills District of the =

Boy Scouts of America during
the 1995 - 2014 time period. |
am planning to retire from this —y
position at the end of the year, &
if not sooner. Life changes, &
and health issues of my wife
are a major consideration, so it
is time to turn the reigns of this
newsletter to another individual/set of individuals.

If you are interested in this great opportunity, or as a
photographer for the Friends (a role | also concurrently
have), let me or Donald Olds know. | will be glad to provide
whatever information you need to succeed at this endeavor.

Both positions provide ample satisfaction in the service to the
Friends and the Park, in general. | have enjoyed the many
opportunities to take part in the many special events here at
the park and in various events surrounding the Park. | have
24 years of fond memories of all of the folks I've worked
with, Park Staff, Trail Club staff, the Friends staff and the
many visitors | have encountered at the Park.

Frned Feltmann

June 21, 2026 -
First Day of
Summer

Big Bird Comment!

This comment was posted recently on the Friends of KMNBP
Facebook page - https://tinyurl.com/8txxh63p

Photo by Alli Ruus Photography

Hill Day Trip
By Mike Collett

| attended this year’s Hill Day event, April 28 - 29, sponsored
by the National Park Foundation. You can find my full report

of the event at https://friendsofkmnbp.org/2026/05/05/
hill-day-2026/. It was a very rewarding experience!

Mikee Callett
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Volunteermg portunities'
ain Nation

There are many ways to volunteer at Kennesaw Mou Battlefield Park. Through the Friends of Kennesaw
Mountain National Battlefield Park these are a few of the options:

Members of the The Friends of Kennesaw Mountain
Contact Donald Olds for the many opportunities.

President, Friends of KMNBP - donald.olds962@gmail.com

Crew Leader

Lead volunteers doing trail maintenance on the second Saturday of every month
and on special projects

Requires attendance at a training course and hands-on-training

Contact Mike Collett for details
Trails Director, Mike Collett trails@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

Trail Ambassador
Staffs registration table and parking on Trail Work Days
Does trail patrols on your own schedule
Supports various field trips led by NPS staff
Supports various NPS activities
Requires attendance at a training course and hands-on-training
Contact Kathy Van Valkenburg or Lauri Poppel

Trail Ambassador Co-director, Kathy Van Valkenburg  ambassador@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Trail Ambassador Co-director, Lauri Poppel ambassador@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

Volunteer - general
Signs up monthly to work on our Trail Work Days
https://friendsofkmnbp.org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/

oifatinaal

Hattlafiald Favk
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The Friends of Kennesaw Mountain Webstore

The Friends of Kennesaw Mountain is excited to announce our new webstore! Our first product is a unisex T-shirt, which
is 100% cotton. The design on the back of the shirt shows Kennesaw Mountain and the Visitor Center. It is inspired by
the New Deal travel posters from the 1930’s. The shirt can be purchased online for $20 at https://friendsofkmnbp.org/

shop/ Visit our website! New items have been added!

Undrew Bramlett

Some of the items for sale.

Front

Sen the MATUR sad WESTORY

Back

EFMNESAN MOUMTAIN HAP

. (E) DEG

KMARTA |10

R e e S T S Rt
i
Wennasaw Mourtel \‘ —

o
pammzL
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Kennesaw Mountain

Trail Club

Workday 05-09-26

This covers the regularly scheduled workday for May. We
were to perform cyclic maintenance on the Southern end of
the Hardage Mill Trail from the north side of Noses Creek
Trail to Whitlock Road.

The workday was cancelled Thursday evening, May 7
because of a 60% chance of rain and that we would be
working from three quarters of a mile to a mile and a half
from the nearest shelter if it had rained.

Our next workday is Saturday, June 13th. We will be
performing trail maintenance regarding the new bridge
crossing John Ward Creek on the East Kolb Farm Trail.
Parking will be in the field adjacent to the lllinois Monument
parking lot. Registration will open at 8 am.

Mikee Collett

Trails Director

“Other” Volunteers Needed'

Interested in being more
active with the Trail .=t
Club (or the Friends), iy
but don’t want to do
Crew Leader or Trail i T !
Ambassador work? See page 11 for a list of actlvmes/
functions needed to maintain the organizations and contact
the various department heads to volunteer!

Crew Leader & Trail Ambassador

Positions Available!

Contact Mike Collett (regarding Crew Leader positions) or
Kathy Van Valkenburg/Wendy Turner (Trail Ambassador
positions) if interested.

A training class for prospective Trail Ambassadors will be
announced shortly.

Mike Collett - trails@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Kathy Van Valkenburg/Wendy Lauri Poppell -
ambassador@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

A Special Thanks!

Each year we have various groups who come out and help
us. Henceforth, we will make every attempt to list your group
here for the current/past fiscal year. If you are participating
as a group, be sure to let us know when you are registering!

Following is a list, in alphabetical order, of the groups who
participated during Fiscal 2025 (October 2024- September
2025 and Fiscal 2026 (October 2025- Present):

FY 2025

Avtaroona HS NJROTC

Arcanta Ourooor Cuus

Erowan Hisn Scroor Eacte Service Connecrion Crus

Hiwerove HS NJROTC I
“ [hanks.
FY 2026

KSU

Arreas, Inc -
Au Traits

Avtaroona HS NJROTC

Aranta Ourooor Cuus

Hivrove HS NJROTC

Impact ParTners

Jont Kew, Lassirer, & Pore HS NJROTC
K SU Cross Country Team

KSU Deira Sisma Pl

KSU Cumsine Cus

Mount Paran Curistian Scroot

RE/

This Past Month’s Volunteers
Tue May Work Day was canceuieo.

|
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Register for Our Work Days!

Be sure to register online for our Work Days at https://friendsofkmnbp.

org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/. By registering, we can
be better prepared with the amount of tools, bottled water,

etc. on hand.
June 13, 2026 Work Day -

Kennesaw Mountain

gloves,

Trail Club

Parking and registration is in the Field next to the lllinois Monument Parking Lot - https://friendsofkmnbp.org/get-

involved/volunteer-opportunities/

Mark Your Calendars!

See the sign-up links, above. Anyone one is now welcome
to sign-up; we just need to know how many are coming, so
that we have an adequate number of tools, etc. on hand for
all of the volunteers.

The Trail Club will provide supervision and tools. Volunteers
should wear work clothes; long pants and closed toed
shoes ARE required. Participants are encouraged to bring
their own water, work gloves and masks. The NPS Volunteer
Service Agreement and COVID forms are required, signed
by a parent or guardian, if the student is under 18 years old.
The forms are available on the trail club web site: http://
www.kennesawmountaintrailclub.org/volunteer.php

For June’s work day, parking and registration will be in the
field adjacent to the lllinois Monument parking lot. Vehicle
Entrance Passes will issued at registration.

If your school, church, business, or community organization
would like to schedule a special work day as a team
building or public service activity, e-mail us at trails@

kennesawmountaintrailclub.org at least 4 weeks
in advance. Trail work can be performed any day of

the week. We work closely with the Park Service and
assist the park staff by providing critically needed
volunteer effort to install signs, build bridges, and
maintain the 20+ miles of trails. Since our beginning in
2002, the Trail Club has donated over 300,000 volunteer
hours to Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park.

We hope to see you at a work day as soon.

Cancellation policy

If rain is forecast for the work day, we will issue a cancellation
notice on our website at least 24 hours before hand. In
addition, during the winter months, if the temperature
is forecast to be below 40 degrees, we will also issue a
cancellation at least 24 hours prior to the work day.

KMTC Contact List - Updated 9/16/24

E-MAIL

trails@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

olunteerdirector@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
omdirector@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

ebmaster@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

ambassador@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
ambassador@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
plants@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

PosITION NAME

Trails Director Mike Collett

Community Volunteer Director Vacant*

Newsletter Editor Fred Feltmann

Information/Technology Director Jerry Givan

Trail Ambassador Co-director Kathy Van Valkenburg

Trail Ambassador Co-director Lauri Poppell

Plants Director Danny Leigh

KMTC Website httg:l/kennesawmountaintraiIclub.orgl
NPS Website https://www.nps.qov/KEMO

Facebook Page
* updated

http://www.facebook.com/kmtcsocial
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The Friends of Kennesaw Mountain
welcome you to:
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Sponsors/Partners Corner
Many thanks to our Sponsors and Partners for their
support!
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